Batteries on Trailers - The often overlooked maintenance headache!

By Jeff Murphy, Premium Supply makers of Power Hoist

Batteries on Trailers are often an overlooked maintenance headache, doomed to an earlier than desired death. Batteries are used in a variety of applications; some are used on breakaway braking systems and some are used to power hydraulic systems on dump or tilt deck trailers. In all cases they are very seldom properly maintained which can result in fines from the Department of Public Safety if the breakaway battery is not charged; or on a dump or tilt deck trailer it can cause costly downtime.

When wiring a trailer with a battery installed, it is necessary to make sure that the wiring allows for the tow vehicle alternator to connect to the battery on the trailer. Even when the wiring is installed properly there are many reasons that it might not be enough:

1. Most tow vehicles alternators were only intended to maintain the battery that came on the tow vehicle and handle 1. the vehicles maximum electrical load (the amperage load created when all of the vehicles electrical items are on at once: the AC/Heater blower, radio, and headlights, etc…). So asking the alternator to charge another battery which is mounted, in some cases, several feet from the alternator is asking a lot. When doing so, it is recommended that a heavier gauge wire be ran directly from the alternator to the back of the tow vehicle and then from the bumper connection
to the battery on the trailer itself.

2. If you do “all of the above” right, how often should the trailer be hooked up to the tow vehicle for the battery on the trailer to be properly charged? A lot more than most people do, maybe a construction company that leaves the trailer hooked up all of the time. But chances are that that construction company dumps and/or uses the trailers battery resource more than the average user.

3. Just think of how the average trailer battery goes through life…”in most cases” the battery gets sold to the trailer OEM, then sits waiting to be installed, then it gets installed and sits on the yard waiting to be delivered to a dealer, then it gets delivered and sits on the dealer’s yard waiting to be sold to the end user, then it sits on the end users yard. How long does it sit? Is the battery collecting sulfate buildup and loosing its charge while it sits? YES! So now what!?

Yes we have a solution!! PULSETECH SolarPulse Solar Panels.
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The SolarPulse is a product that when applied properly (which is easy), can eliminate the overlooked maintenance headache. PulseTech has spent most of its existence selling directly to the US military. Their claim to fame is a “patented” high frequency pulse that dissolves the sulfate buildup on the lead cell inside of a lead acid battery. For more details on how lead acid batteries work and why sulfate buildup is a major problem in all lead acid batteries contact Premium Supply
or PulseTech.

The result of the high frequency pulse is longer and healthier battery life.
In addition to the pulsing, the solar panel is extremely rugged and is always charging the battery, as long as it sees sunlight. When mounted on a flat surface you can hit it with a hammer, or rocks and boulders from a dump trailer. “For the past 15 years, the PULSETECH panel has worked to maximize the batteries of military vehicles serving hard duty in some of the harshest conditions around the world.”

This product is easy to install and very cost effective. At a retail price of $99.95 the product pays for itself after preventing the need to replace a battery about one time (more if it is only supporting a breakaway battery). So if a user of a dump trailer is replacing his battery about once a year, and he is using a deep cycle battery, his replacement cost is somewhere around $75 - $100. And with the SP-2 SolarPulse solar panel he should now get at least three years (or more) out of that very same battery.

Plus the savings of labor and time of manually charging the battery to keep up with his usual dumping requirements. Basically, with this product, you get more “DPDs” (dumps per day). And who couldn’t use more dumps per day? Sorry, I couldn’t pass that up.

